Canines in the Community, Dog Training for Pet Owners @thedoghut.biz
Telephone 01273 475900 email:enquiries@thedoghut.biz
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Choosing the right dog trainer & class                        for you and your dog.

Deciding which class and which dog trainer to use can be a difficult decision when there are so many advertised in your local district. 
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First you may want to consider what you want to achieve or get from going dog training. Remember if you have a puppy then puppy socialisation is different to puppy ‘training’ classes. Breeds and sizes should be equal so your new puppy is not terrorised or upset by much larger dogs. For true socialisation the dogs must play and interact, not just walk around one another. 

Remember that dog training classes are not for socialising dogs with behavioural problems; these dogs may require additional support from 1-2-1 sessions before you join the right type of class. 

Young dogs may also need classes designed to maintain interest, contain short breaks and include exercises relevant to the real world. 
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When you have thought about what you need and what you may want from dog training you can then start to consider your dog training instructor, available classes or choose 1-2-1sessions for more individualised support. 

Do not be afraid to telephone a number of dog trainers to ask questions and have a chat. Professional dog trainers will welcome your call and will not mind providing you with information.  

Remember: Training is not about overpowering or ‘dominating’ your dog. It is about control, having fun, motivation and enjoyment for you and your dog. Dog training and agility improves your communication and bond with your dog. 
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Questions you may want to ask before booking a class or observing:
· What are their qualifications?
· What is their experience? 

· How long has the training club been running? 

· Are they registered with any national associations such as the CFBA, Kennel Club, INTODogs, Guild of Dog Trainers, APDT or similar?
· What insurance do they have? 
· What is their opinion of choke chains (please remember we do not allow the use of choke collars within class)? Avoid using a dog trainer or class that permits or encourages the use of choke chains, electric collars, or other harsh methods.
· What is their knowledge of animal learning theory and application? 
· What do they aim to teach you and what is the relevance of this to the real world? 

· How many dogs do they have in each class? 

· Are puppies and adult dogs in the same class or different classes? 

· Do they cater specifically for puppies, as they have different needs?  

· Are they happy for you to watch any classes and come and meet them before you apply to join their class? 
· What style of training is applied? Do they ask what you want to get from the class?  

Things to look for when observing a class: 
· Does the instructor correct people’s dogs by using water sprayers, pulling hard on the lead, shouting or man-handling dogs, hopefully not!

· Does the instructor encourage owners to use a variety of rewards – range of food treats, toys, playing as this is positive?

· Are owners relaxed and do they feel they can ask questions? How are they answered by the instructor – either in class, or separately at the end of the class? 
· Are the owners marching around with their dogs, do they look confused and can they hear what is going on?
· Does the instructor assist with any of the owner’s difficulties and allow them to work at their or their dog’s natural learning pace.
· If any of the dogs look nervous or unhappy are the instructors using appropriate (kind and understanding) methods to help the dogs and not pulling them or forcing them to comply?  
· Try and talk to some of the owners at the end of the class and see how they feel about their training experience.  
· Does the instructor discuss the owner’s dog with them in understandable behavioural terms, by explaining what the dog is doing and why? 
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